
Elsevier Resources and Advice for

Early-Career Researchers

WCP ICITI 2024

Khalid Shalan
Customer Success Manager
Africa



Classification: Public

Who We Are
A global 

information analytics business 
specializing in science and health.

We help institutions and 
professionals progress 

science, advance
healthcare and improve 

performance.

What We Do

Combine content with technology, 

supported by operational efficiency,
to turn information into actionable knowledge.

Why We Do It

We help you solve your 
challenges, for the 

benefit of humanity

A Unique Combination



Classification: Public

Partnership beyond Access: Building Value

• Capacity Building Programs

− Training for Researchers

o Author Workshops

o Selecting Journals for Publishing 
& Avoiding Predatory Journals

o Researcher Trainings

• Educational Programmes

− Undergraduates

− Postgraduates

• Special Trainings

o Editor Workshops

o University Ranking Workshops

• Consultation Services for Decision Makers
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Success in your Institutional 

Objectives is our value metrics !

Egypt

Morocco

Algeria Tunisia

Ethiopia

South Africa

Country-level Partnerships

Institutional Partnerships

Libya

Ghana

Nigeria

Kenya

Tanzania

Mauritius

Mozambique
Angola

Senegal

Cote D’Ivoire
Burkina Faso

Namibia

Eswatini
Lesoth
o

Malawi

Botswana
Zimbabwe

Zambia



ScienceDirect 

Researchers and students worldwide rely on authoritative and 

trusted information from Elsevier about the world’s most 

pressing research and discovery questions. 

• Develop foundational knowledge

• Explore fields of research, methods and materials

• Expand subject matter expertise 

• Inform new ideas

• Stay up-to-date

• Gain in-depth insights into unfamiliar, emerging topics 

>20m articles >2700 peer-

reviewed 

journals

>46k 

eBooks

375k topic 

pages

>600 open 

access 

publications

>3.3M open 

access articles



Journal and Article Quality 
Article and citation share

Share of articles per publisher (published in 2019-2022) and citation share (citations in 2019-22 in relation to articles published in 2019-22). Source: Scopus data..
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* Articles published in 2019-2022. Field Weighted Citation Impact (FWCI) is calculated on the basis of citations in 2019-22 to articles published in 2019-22 and accounts for article type, 

publication year and subject field. Source: Scopus data. 

Journal and Article Quality 
Share of articles per journal quality tier 
Share of articles per journal Field Weighted Citation Impact Tier* 

All Indexed Publications
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60%

Elsevier

Publisher C

Publisher A Publisher B

Other

36%

Higher
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Lower

quality

Share of articles in 

top 10% journal FWCI tier

Share of articles in 

10%-25% journal FWCI tier

Share of articles in 
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Share of articles in 

bottom 50% journal FWCI tier

27%

13%
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Curated, enriched and connected data that surfaces signals about research that 

are intuitive to access and understand

Numbers shown are rounded and current as September 2024. Scopus is updated 

daily

20.5+ million 
active author profiles

2.4+ billion 
cited references dating back to 1970

24.7+ million 
open access items: gold, 

hybrid gold, green & bronze

7+ 
thousand 

publishers

378+ thousand 
books (stand alone 

titles)

98.2+ 
million 

records

94+ thousand 
affiliation profiles

28.3+ 
thousand 
Active Journals

Identify and analyze which journals 

to read/submit to

Track and assess a researcher’s 

impact

Decide what, where and with

whom to collaborate

Track impact of research and 

monitor global research trends

Find the current research; what has 

been published in a research area

Determine how to differentiate

research topics, find ideas

+2.42M 
Preprints



Physical sciences 

15,434

Global representation means global discovery across all subjects and content types

Journals Conferences Books

28,334** active peer-reviewed 

journals

179 trade journals

7,683 OA Journals (DOAJ/ROAD) 

22.7M fully-indexed funding 

acknowledgements 

2.42M preprints  

• Full metadata, abstracts and cited 

references (refs post-1970 only)

• Citations back to 1970

161K conference 

events

12.58M conference 

papers

Mainly Engineering and 

Computer Sciences

Number of journals by 

subject area**

98.2M records from 28.3K active journals, 161K conferences and 378K books (stand alone titles)

from more than 7,000 publishers in 105 countries

• Updated daily—approximately 13,000 articles per day indexed

• 24.7M open access documents (Gold, Hybrid Gold, Bronze & Green)

• 2.42M preprints from multiple preprint servers

• 7,683 active Open Access journals

*Journals may be classified in multiple subject areas: this count includes current actively indexed titles only

**Total number of Scopus journals in database including inactive titles is 44,724

Patents

51.5M patents

5 major patent offices:

• WIPO

• EPO

• USPTO

• JPO

• UK IPO

378K stand-alone 

books

3.33M total book 

items

Focus on Social 

Sciences and A&H

Health sciences 

15,267

Social sciences 

15,909

Life sciences 

8,256

Numbers shown are rounded and current as September 2024. Scopus is updated 

daily

Scopus Coverage Summary (October 2024) 



Falling Prey to Predatory Journals
➢ “Predatory publishing…refers to the systematic for-profit publication of purportedly scholarly content… 

in a deceptive or fraudulent way and without any regard for quality assurance.”1

1https://publicationethics.org/sites/default/files/cope_dd_a4_pred_publishing_nov19_screenaw.pdf

Commonly co-occurring features1:

• Hidden or unclear author fees;

• The lack of quality peer review of 
articles by experts in the field;

• The guarantee of acceptance and/or 
very fast publication times (e.g. 
within one week or 48 hours).

Check the following for warning signs of 
“fake” journals:

• Website

• Journal Name

• Peer Review Process

• Ownership & Management

• Editorial team/contact information

• Author fees

• Process for resolution of research misconduct

• Direct marketing



Sting Publishing
Oak S, Joy G, Schlomi M (2020). Expression of the pokemon gene and 
pikachurin protein in the pokémon pikachu. Acad. J. Sci. Res. 8(7): 235-238.



Overview of African Research





Title - Abstract - Keywords

Conclusion

Methods

Figures and Tables (your Data)

Results Discussion

Introduction

The process of writing – building the article





An abstract usually includes the following:

16.03.2021

• A brief introduction to the topic that you're investigating.

• Explanation of why the topic is important in your field/s.

• Statement about what the gap is in the research.

• Your research question/s / aim/s.

Introduction

• An indication of your research methods and approach. Methods

• Your key results.

• A summary of your key findings.
Results & 

Discussion

• An explanation of why your findings and key message 

contribute to the field/s.
Conclusion



Differences between thesis and article

• Meets academic requirements

• Reviewed by selected committee members

• Chapters

• Lengthy, no word limits

• Table of contents

• Lengthy research of literature

• IRB approval described in detail

• Description and copies of tools  used

• All findings presented

• Verb tenses vary

Thesis Article

• Meets journalistic standards

• Reviewed by panel of blind  reviewers

• Sections

• Word limits

• Manuscript format

• Succinct research of literature

• IRB described in 1 to 3  sentences

• Essential and succinct tool  

information

• Selected findings presented



Top 10 Ethical problems

Missing Research Integrity Documentation

Disclosing Conflicts of Interest

Matters of authorship 

Inappropriate use of generative AI

Image manipulation

Data falsification 

Plagiarism & textual overlap

Citation manipulation

Duplicate submissions

Involvement with predatory journals & paper mills



Falling Prey to Predatory Journals
➢ “Predatory publishing…refers to the systematic for-profit publication of purportedly scholarly content… 

in a deceptive or fraudulent way and without any regard for quality assurance.”1

1https://publicationethics.org/sites/default/files/cope_dd_a4_pred_publishing_nov19_screenaw.pdf

Commonly co-occurring features1:

• Hidden or unclear author fees;

• The lack of quality peer review of 
articles by experts in the field;

• The guarantee of acceptance and/or 
very fast publication times (e.g. 
within one week or 48 hours).

Check the following for warning signs of 
“fake” journals:

• Website

• Journal Name

• Peer Review Process

• Ownership & Management

• Editorial team/contact information

• Author fees

• Process for resolution of research misconduct

• Direct marketing



• A journal title which can be easily confused with another journal or that 
might mislead potential authors and readers about the journal’s origin, 
scope or association with other journals

• Very wide scope
• Displays of unofficial impact factors
• False claims of being indexed in major services like PubMed or DOAJ
• No publisher address or contact information
• Unclear ownership of the journal
• Spams researchers with many emails inviting submissions, often 

unrelated to expertise

Red Flags !



• Advertises very fast times from submission to publication
• Publishes out-of-scope articles
• Publishes nonsense articles
• Poor or non-existent editing of articles (many spelling mistakes or very 

poor grammar)
• Hides information on charges
• No editorial board is listed, or the editorial board comprises dead or 

retired scholars or scholars who are not specialised in the topic
• Lack of information on the policies of the journal, such as peer review, 

licensing and copyright

Red Flags



Sting Publishing
Oak S, Joy G, Schlomi M (2020). Expression of the pokemon gene and 
pikachurin protein in the pokémon pikachu. Acad. J. Sci. Res. 8(7): 235-238.



➢ Authors should not list AI and AI-assisted technologies as an author or co-author, nor cite AI as an author. 

➢ Authorship implies responsibilities and tasks that can only be attributed to and performed by humans.

Compliance with Generative AI policies

Can ChatGPT be listed as an Author?  No.



Generative AI Author policies

1 Policies are published on Elsevier’s Publishing Ethics page: https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/publishing-ethics.
Further guidance can be found in the RELX Responsible AI Principles.

Elsevier’s policy1 states that authors should:

• Only use Generative AI and AI-assisted technologies to improve readability and language 

of the work.

• Apply the technology with human oversight and control, as it can generate authoritative-

sounding text that may be biased, incorrect, or incomplete.

• Disclose in their manuscript the use of Generative AI and AI-assisted technologies.

• Not list Generative AI and AI-assisted technologies as an author or co-author or cite AI as 
an author.

[!] Please note the policy only refers to the use of Generative AI in the writing process, and not to the use of AI 
tools to analyze and draw insights from data as part of the research process.

https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/publishing-ethics
https://www.relx.com/~/media/Files/R/RELX-Group/documents/responsibility/download-center/relx-responsible-ai-principles-0622.pdf


Generative AI Image & Artwork Policy

• We do not permit the use of generative AI or AI-assisted tools to 
create or alter images in submitted manuscripts.1

• Exception: Where the use of Generative AI or AI-assisted 
tools is part of the research design or research methods 
(such as in AI-assisted imaging approaches to generate or 
interpret the underlying research data), such use must be 
described in a reproducible manner in the methods section.1

• The use of generative AI or AI-assisted tools in the production of 
artwork such as for journal covers or graphical abstracts is not 
permitted.

1Policies are published on Elsevier’s Publishing Ethics page: https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/publishing-ethics
Further guidance can be found in the RELX Responsible AI Principles

https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/publishing-ethics
https://www.relx.com/~/media/Files/R/RELX-Group/documents/responsibility/download-center/relx-responsible-ai-principles-0622.pdf


• Conflict of Interest or Competing Interest: a set of 
conditions in which professional judgment concerning a 
primary interest (such as the validity of research) may 
be influenced by a secondary interest (such as financial 
gain). 

• Declaration of Interest (sometimes called a Disclosure 
Statement): a statement from the author that there is 
no financial/personal interest or belief that could affect 
their objectivity; or, if there is, stating the source and 
nature of that potential conflict. 

Disclosing Conflicts of Interest

Not just for authors… 
➢ Reviewers (and other Editors) must also disclose any Conflict of Interests with the journal Editor at the 

time of invitation.

• They all can present conflict 
of interest.

• Examples of CoI include:

✓ Direct financial - employment, 
stock ownership, grants, patents

✓ Indirect financial - honoraria, 
consultancies, mutual fund 
ownership, expert testimony

✓ Career and intellectual - 
promotion, direct rival

✓ Institutional

✓ Personal belief



Elsevier has developed a 
Declarations Tool to help authors 
step-by-step through the process of 
preparing well-considered and 
ICMJE-compliant statements.

Elsevier’s Declarations Tool

Transparency is the best policy!
➢ Potential conflicts of interest do not 

necessarily prohibit publication.  

➢ Declarations allow editors, reviewers, and 
readers to consider whether any undue bias 
may have affected the impartiality of your 
conclusions.

https://declarations.elsevier.com/


Publishing models

Pay to Read (the subscription model)

There are two main routes for publishers to recoup the costs of publishing: Pay to Read and Pay to Publish

Pay to Read Pay to Publish

open access 
articles

Pay to Publish (the gold open access model)
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Diversity of Journals supporting Open Access

• (Fully Gold) Open Access Journals

• Hybrid Journals (Hybrid Uptake)                            

• Subsidized Journals

• Open Archive Journals

• Complementing OA Policies: 

− Green Open Access

− Pre-print Policy

− Hosting & Sharing Policy

More than 2000 institutions around the world are 
now able to publish open access through agreements 
including open access publishing. 

These are customized pilot agreements in both 
developed and emerging countries. 

Finding the right solutions for our 
authors, librarians and institutions



Classification: Public

Global Look into Publishing Models & OA



13.04.2020

Eligibility for Research4Life

Fully Gold Open 
Access Journals

Waiver by 
affiliation country
Group A: 100%
Group B: 50%
Mixed A+B : 50%

No waivers if a co-
authors is affiliated 
outside A+B



Curated, enriched and connected data that surfaces signals about research that 

are intuitive to access and understand

Numbers shown are rounded and current as September 2024. Scopus is updated 

daily

20.5+ million 
active author profiles

2.4+ billion 
cited references dating back to 1970

24.7+ million 
open access items: gold, 

hybrid gold, green & bronze

7+ 
thousand 

publishers

378+ thousand 
books (stand alone 

titles)

98.2+ 
million 

records

94+ thousand 
affiliation profiles

28.3+ 
thousand 
Active Journals

Identify and analyze which journals 

to read/submit to

Track and assess a researcher’s 

impact

Decide what, where and with

whom to collaborate

Track impact of research and 

monitor global research trends

Find the current research; what has 

been published in a research area

Determine how to differentiate

research topics, find ideas

+2.42M 
Preprints



Physical sciences 

15,434

Global representation means global discovery across all subjects and content types

Journals Conferences Books

28,334** active peer-reviewed 

journals

179 trade journals

7,683 OA Journals (DOAJ/ROAD) 

22.7M fully-indexed funding 

acknowledgements 

2.42M preprints  

• Full metadata, abstracts and cited 

references (refs post-1970 only)

• Citations back to 1970

161K conference 

events

12.58M conference 

papers

Mainly Engineering and 

Computer Sciences

Number of journals by 

subject area**

98.2M records from 28.3K active journals, 161K conferences and 378K books (stand alone titles)

from more than 7,000 publishers in 105 countries

• Updated daily—approximately 13,000 articles per day indexed

• 24.7M open access documents (Gold, Hybrid Gold, Bronze & Green)

• 2.42M preprints from multiple preprint servers

• 7,683 active Open Access journals

*Journals may be classified in multiple subject areas: this count includes current actively indexed titles only

**Total number of Scopus journals in database including inactive titles is 44,724

Patents

51.5M patents

5 major patent offices:

• WIPO

• EPO

• USPTO

• JPO

• UK IPO

378K stand-alone 

books

3.33M total book 

items

Focus on Social 

Sciences and A&H

Health sciences 

15,267

Social sciences 

15,909

Life sciences 

8,256

Numbers shown are rounded and current as September 2024. Scopus is updated 

daily

Scopus Coverage Summary (October 2024) 



Classification: Public



|   34

The Learn environment
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Recognition & reward
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NEW: SCOPUS ACADEMY

36https://bit.ly/scopus-academy



Classification: Public

Elsevier Africa Researcher Success Portal

11/6/2024https://bit.ly/africa-researcher 

https://bit.ly/africa-researcher


Thank you
Stay in touch

Khalid M. Shalan

K.Shalan@elsevier.com 

X: @KMShalan

11/12/2024

mailto:K.Shalan@elsevier.com
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