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	Name of the University
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	Name of the Main researcher responsible
	Dr Yusuf Mansur 

	Job Title
	CEO of EnConsult/Part time Lecturer at German Jordan University

	Faculty
	Economics

	Department
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	Tel No (office) (please include country and city code)
	009626 5561052

	Tel no (other)
	00962795603351

	Fax number
	0096265561053

	Email
	ymansur@enconsult.com

	Name of the University
	Petra University

	Name of the Main researcher responsible
	Dr Nael Al Husami

	Job Title
	Assistant Professor

	Faculty
	Administrative and Financial Siences

	Department
	Finance and Banking

	Tel No (office) (please include country and city code)
	0096265799555
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3. Purpose of the Project
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4. Description of Outcomes and Activities 
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5. Planned Follow-Up Work and Future Utilization of the Project Outcome 
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6. Time-table 

Start date of the project: July 2012 




Envisaged end date of the project:  October 2012


	Activity
	Date (can be from … to …)

	Literature Review
	July,2012

	Data Collection, Classification and Analysis
	August 2012 

	Complete and Submit First Draft
	September 2012

	Finalize Study
	October 2012


7. Budget  

	Budget Heading
	Related Costs (in JD) 

	
	First Month
	Second Month
	Third Month
	Fourth Month



	Researchers’  Own Time Cost
	US$800
	US$800
	US$800
	US$800

	Typing & proofing etc.
	US$200
	US$200
	US$200
	US$200

	TOTAL COST
	US$1000
	US$1000
	US$1000
	US$1000


8- List of Publications Related to the Project that were Accomplished During the Last Five Years 
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WTO Government Procurement Agreement (GPA): Should Jordan Join?


Jordan began the accession process to the GPA in July of 2000. Accession negotiations have been ongoing since--expected to continue through 2012. The GPA arguably subjects public procurement to international competition, regulates tendering processes, increases procedures’ transparency and minimizes discrimination among domestic and foreign products. Developing countries are generally opposed to the GPA due to the perceived threat posed to local firms by foreign firms possessing greater economies of scope and scale. The research investigates the possible impact of joining the GPA on Jordan, and provides policy advice to negotiators.








Develop research skills in WTO related agreements and enhance the application and relevance of our research into economic policies.


Being an applied, albeit theoretically robust, research, the research enhances the capacity of the university in trade policy analysis; thus enabling greater relevance of current trade pedagogy


The research is policy oriented and provides guidelines and policy advice in terms of the way forward to the negotiating team and stakeholders. The GPA is a specific agreement of the WTO, gaining insight into it will create local hands-on expertise in the topic.


Yusuf Mansur was a WTO accession and EU-Jordan Association Agreement negotiator and has written extensively (since 1994) on the subject areas; and Dr Nael Husami has already conducted several studies in the area of international trade. 


The analysis and findings will feed into courses taught at the respective institutions of the researchers and enhance relevance. 








The Research will explain the relevance of the GPA to Jordan by delineating the following impact assessments on:


Fiscal policy and government revenues and expenditures


SMEs, which make up the vast majority of Jordanian firms


Private sector contractors (large and SMEs)


Development of the overall economy


Balance of payments, including the trade balance


FDIs


Exchange rate stability


Furthermore, the research will provide: Policy analysis and specific guidelines for the GAP negotiating team and stakeholders.


 


The first section provides a history of the GPA and annexes, which also entails membership and the exceptions provided by members; 


The second delineates the historical development (legislative and quantitative) of government tenders and purchase orders in Jordan;


The third is the expected overall impact of the GPA in terms of benefits and costs


The fourth is the policy recommendations


The last section is the conclusions.





The team will work jointly in developing the theoretical framework, researching background materials and relevant research. Dr Al-Husami will conduct the quantitative analysis while Dr Mansur will address the qualitative and policy aspects of the research. Both researchers will derive conclusions and partake in all aspects of the research.





The research will follow accepted international research methodology. Robustness of assumptions, data and analysis should withstand a critical review by peers. All the above should be properly addressed in the research.





 The research will lead into further research into the GPA by addressing:


The sector specific cost-benefit analysis of the GPA; 


Trade diversion/creation aspects of the GPA on Jordan; and 


FDI creation/diversion aspects of the agreement in public works.


Moreover, the model can be generalized in the future for testing cost-benefit analysis of government policies, particularly in the area of trade.
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