Introduction to the WTO

Syllabus
Instructor: Prof.TU Xinquan                       

E-mail: tuxinquan@126.com 
Office: Keyan 501                     Mobile: 18618131260
Course Description

The WTO is the foundation of multilateral trading system with 162 members, setting the rules of international trade policy coordination. China joined the WTO in 2001 after lengthy and arduous negotiations. Ever since then, China has been becoming one of the most significant players in the organization. In particular, China’s remarkable economic and trade performance after WTO accession is considered a miracle largely attributable to its WTO membership. 

The course is intended to address the following questions:
· What is the WTO?

· Why is the WTO so important for the world and China?

· What functions does the WTO have and how does it perform these functions?

· What trade policies do the WTO cover and regulate?

· Why did China endeavor to join the WTO?

· How has China been performing in the WTO?

· What impact has the WTO membership had on China?

· What role will China play in the future of the WTO?

The students will understand how the WTO is operated and what the WTO has done for the world trade and especially how the WTO membership has contributed to China’s economic growth in the last fifteen years. 

Class Hours

Class sessions are scheduled on Monday, 1:30 pm-4:00 pm (TBC). 

Requirements

Course requirements include: (1) assigned readings; (2) class attendance and appropriate contributions to section discussions; (3) a course paper related to China and the WTO with more than 3000 words. 
Grading

Students’ grade will be based on four elements: (1) 10 percent on participation in sections; (2) 20 percent of the presentation; and (4) 70 percent on the course paper. Students are expected to participate the class, and there will occasional cold calling.

Course Materials

· The World Trading System - 2nd Edition: Law and Policy of International Economic Relations, John H. Jackson, The MIT Press, 1997

· The Political Economy of the World Trading System,  Bernard M. Hoekman and Michel M. Kostecki. Oxford University Press, 2008 

· Integrating China into the Global Economy, Nicholas R. Lardy. Brookings Institution Press, 2001 

·  The Chinese Economy: Transitions and Growth,  Barry J. Naughton. The MIT Press, 2006

· China and the WTO: Changing China, Changing World Trade,  Supachai

 HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Supachai-Panitchpakdi/e/B001H6KXFS/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1"  

 HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Supachai-Panitchpakdi/e/B001H6KXFS/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1" Panitchpakdi  and Mark L. Clifford . Wiley, 2002

· China in the World Economy: The Domestic Policy Challenges, OECD,2002 

Appointments

Students can schedule an appointment by call or drop an email to the instructor, if they need to talk with the instructor.

Course Structure

	Lectures

	Lecture 1: What is the WTO?

	Lecture 2: Overview of the relationship between China and the WTO

	Lecture 3: GATT and tariff reduction

	Lecture 4: Agriculture in the WTO 

	Lecture 5: Trade remedies and trade protectionism 

	Lecture 6 Services trade and the GATS

	Lecture 7: Intellectual Property Rights and WTO TRIPS

	Lecture 8: Dispute Settlement in the WTO

	Lecture 9: Government procurement

	Lecture 10: Doha Round and the future of China and the WTO


Course Topics
Lecture 1: What is the WTO?

1. Three dimensions of the WTO

2. Structure of WTO rules

3. The functions of the WTO

4. The history of the WTO

5. The principles of the WTO: logic behind the WTO

6. Trade policy review mechanism

7. Members of the WTO

8. Decision-making of the WTO

9. The organization of the WTO

Lecture 2: Overview of the relationship between China and the WTO

1. Early history between China and the GATT

2. The long negotiation of China’s accession to the WTO

3. Why did China apply for the WTO membership?

4. Who had China negotiated with?

5. What had been negotiated?

6. Why was China’s accession negotiation 
so difficult and lengthy?

7. China’s WTO commitments

8. China’s performance in the WTO

9. China’s disputes with others

10. Is China’s WTO accession 
good for China?

Lecture 3: GATT and tariff reduction

1. What is Market Access?

2. GATT/WTO: ensuring market access

3. Basic GATT/WTO framework

4. What is a tariff ?

5. What are internal charges ?

6. Purpose of tariff

7. Why are tariffs better?

8. Types of tariff

9. Bound tariff concessions

10. “Schedules” of concessions

11. Tariff negotiations

12. Tariff reduction modalities

Lecture 4: Agriculture in  the WTO 
1. Disproportionate Attention to Agriculture

2. Different Agricultural policies in developed and developing countries

3. Different Agricultural policies in developed and developing countries

4. What are agricultural products

5. Why an Agreement on Agriculture ?

6. Structure of the Agreement Three Pillars

7. Market Access--A Tariff Only Regime

8. Market Access: Uruguay Round Reduction Commitments

9. Domestic Support  --   Categories
10. Export Competition -- Export Subsidies

11. Limitations of AoA

12. China’s agricultural development and policy since WTO accession

Lecture 5: Trade remedies and trade protectionism

1. What are trade remedies?

2. Historical Development

3. Frequency of Use

4. Safeguards – Overview

5. Safeguards – The New Agreement

6. Antidumping – Overview

7. Antidumping –  rationale


8. Antidumping – historical development

9. Antidumping – WTO Agreement

10. Anti-dumping procedures

11. Subsidies – Overview

12. Subsidies and CVD Measures

13. Definition of Subsidy

14. Specificity

15. Subsidies – The New Agreement

16. CVD – The New Agreement

17. Distinctions between three remedies

Lecture 6 Services trade and the GATS

1. What’s special/different about trade in services?
2. Services – a critical component of any economy

3. Trade in services growing more rapidly than trade in goods

4. Illustration of modes of supply

5. What are the main trade problems in services and how does the GATS seek to resolve them?
6. Impediments to services and service suppliers

7. GATS objectives

8. The GATS architecture

9. Scope and Definition – Exclusions

10. Schedule of Specific Commitments

11. GATS:  Sectoral coverage 
12. How is the GATS similar and different from the GATT?
13. What has been the experience of services trade policy the last 10 years ?
14. Some of the main trends
15. Rise of services in global value chains

16. Services trade restrictions remain a concern
17. Uruguay Round commitments, Doha offers and actual policy

18. TISA and China’s services liberalization

19. What is TISA?

20. What are the goals of TISA

21. Is TISA an ambitious agreement?

22. Relationship between TISA and WTO

23. Why did China apply to TISA?

24. China’s services industry and liberalization

25. When can China be allowed to join?

26. How will China perform in the TISA negotiation?

Lecture 7: Intellectual Property Rights and WTO TRIPS

1. What is Intellectual Property?

2. Forms of Intellectual property Rights

3. Why are IPRs controversial?

4. The TRIPS Agreement

5. IPRs covered by TRIPS

6. Basic principles
7. Minimum Standards
8. Enforcement of intellectual property rights
9. Development IPR Solutions 

10. Compulsory license

Lecture 8: Dispute Settlement in the WTO

1. Dispute Settlement in the WTO: Overview

2. Dispute Settlement in the WTO: Scope

3. Dispute Settlement in the WTO: Main players

4. Dispute Settlement in the WTO: Main Procedures

5. Dispute Settlement in the WTO: Panels:  how they function

6. Dispute Settlement in the WTO: Appellate Review

7. Dispute Settlement in the WTO: Implementation

Lecture 9: Government Procurement

1. Government procurement in terms of trade policy

2. Government procurement in terms of trade policy

3. Evolution of GPA

4. Introduction of GPA

5. Overview of coverage – Annexes

6. Parties’ Entity Coverage Commitments

7. GPA Transparency and Procedural Rules

8. The purpose of the GPA and its rules

9. The basic principles

10. Basic types of procurement

11. Overview: Procurement Procedures

12. Nature and purpose of domestic review in the GPA context

13. China's Accession to the WTO Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA):  process, changing context and key remaining challenges
14. Changing context of China’s accession

15. Remaining challenges to be addressed

16. Scheduling of China‘s state-owned enterprises (SOEs)

Lecture 10: Doha Round and the future of China and the WTO
1. The background of the Doha Round

2. The Launch of the Doha Round

3. The contents of the Doha Round

4. The organization of the Doha Round

5. The history of the Doha Round

6. Agriculture - Key Issues

7. NAMA - Key Issues

8. Services - Key Issues

9. 2013 Bali Ministerial

10. Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA)

11. 2015 Nairobi Ministerial

12. Why is Doha Round so difficult?
13. Is Plurilateralism a savior for the WTO?

14. Is mega-regionalism a threat to the WTO?

15. China in the Doha Round

16. Need for further liberalization

17. Challenges and concerns about further liberalization

