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Description

Students will analyze legal aspects of Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs) in their historical,
economic and political contexts. The principal include: trade in goods, trade in services,
trade remedies (subsidies and dumping), foreign investment regulation, trade &
environment, intellectual property rights, and dispute settlement. The foundation of the
course will focus on the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), and the course
will compare NAFTA approaches to more recent developments in other RTAs.

Evaluation
Oral arguments in case simulation: 50% Final written exam: 50%

# Topic Subtopics

1 Context of RTAs (a) historical; (b) economic;
and (c) political.

2 Treaty law (a) multilingual treaty
interpretation; (b) treaty
structure

3 Trade in goods (a) most-favoured nation
treatment and the exception for
RTAs; (b) national treatment;
(c) quantitative restrictions; (d)
general exceptions; (e)
technical barriers to trade; (f)
sanitary and phytosanitary
measures.

4 Trade remedies (a) subsidies and
countervailing duties; (b)
dumping and antidumping
duties; (c) safeguard measures
(d) dispute settlement

5 Foreign Investment (a) most-favoured nation
treatment; (b) national
treatment; (c) fair and
equitable treatment; (d)
expropriation; (e) dispute
settlement

6 Trade in Services (a) specific commitments:
negative and positive lists (b)
most-favoured nation
treatment; (c) national
treatment; (d) general
exceptions

7 Intellectual Property (a) TRIPS plus in RTAs (b)
most-favoured nation
treatment; (c) national
treatment; (d) enforcement; (e)

specific types of IPRs
8 Choice of forum in dispute (a) WTO versus RTA (b)
settlement domestic courts versus RTA
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