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【COURSE TITLE】

A Practical Guide to the International Trading System
【INSTRUCTOR】

姓    名Name：Craig VanGrasstek
国    籍Nationality：United States of America
职    称Title： Adjunct Lecturer in Public Policy

来自学校Employer：Harvard Kennedy School
Email： Tradeprof@aol.com and vangrasstekcraig@gmail.com. [Note that the second address should be used for any communication during July.]
【授课对象STUDENTS】

【授课语言TEACHING LANGUAGE】

English
【先修课程PREREQUISITES】

具备微观经济学、宏观经济学、计量经济学基本知识。（若不需要先修课程，可空缺本项）

None, other than good English comprehension.
【授课方式METHODS OF INSTRUCTION】

例：以课堂讲授为主，穿插大量的应用实例讨论， 学生就专题分组辩论

In addition to readings, lectures, and practical exercises, students will engage in a simulation of the theory of comparative advantage.
【课堂规模CLASSROOM CAPACITY】

Up to 50
【课程考核EVALUATION】

例：(1) 5% of the grade based on completion of a short assignment prior to the first class.
(2) 45% based on the written assignment made in class on Day 2, and due on Day 8.
(3)。Closed Book Final Examination 50%

【课程学分CREDITS】

2 学分    2 credits

【教师简介ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR】

“Craig VanGrasstek,” according to The Economist (January 22, 2000), “keeps a sharp eye on the politics of trade.” Dr. VanGrasstek holds a Master of Science in Foreign Service from Georgetown University and a doctorate in Politics from Princeton University, and has worked as a trade consultant since 1982. He has taught international relations at the American University (1994-2001), trade policy at the Harvard Kennedy School (2000-present), and literature at Georgetown University (2006-2009). He wrote the official history of the World Trade Organization (2013), and Cambridge University Press published his book on Trade and American Leadership: The Paradoxes of Power and Wealth from Alexander Hamilton to Donald Trump (2019).
【课程简介COURSE DESCRIPTION】

The principal objective of the course is to provide practical information on the instruments and conduct of trade policy, providing the tools they will need to understand how the rules negotiated and adjudicated in the World Trade Organization and elsewhere may affect their future opportunities as business persons, analysts, and policymakers. 
The first week is devoted to the economics of the trading system, including the theory of comparative advantage, how to find and analyze tariff and trade data, and such key issues as trade and development and the special problems of agriculture.

The second week is devoted to the law and institutions of the trading system, including the conduct of trade negotiations and disputes in the World Trade Organization. 
【课程内容及教学进度SYLLABUS】

Pre-class assignment: Complete this sentence: “The principal objective of the international trading system should be to …” Write only one sentence, listing only one objective without reference to any other. For example, do not say “to achieve a proper balance between [one thing] and [some other thing].”
Send this statement both to tradeprof@aol.com and to vangrasstekcraig@gmail.com. This assignment is due no later than July 1. 
State your objective at a high level of abstraction. For example, if we were instead discussing healthcare you might say that the principal objective of the national system should be to “ensure equal access to medical treatment,” or “achieve a longer average lifespan,” or “promote advances in medical technology,” or “reduce costs for the average citizen.” Do not focus on short-term issues, but state a principle that is equally applicable today, ten years ago, and ten years from now. Make certain that you say what you believe this objective ought to be, not what you suppose the instructor believes it ought to be.

There are no right or wrong answers to this question, but it will be worth 5% of a student’s total grade; students completing it by July 1 will receive all 5 points, and those not doing so will receive no points.

Week I. The Economic Foundations of the Trading System
Day 1: Introduction
Session 1.1. Course Introduction

Reading: There are no readings for this session.

Session 1.2. What Is Trade Policy, and What Should Be its Objective? 

Reading: Chapter 1, “The Theory and Practice of the Multilateral Trading System,” The History and Future of World Trade Organization (2013).
Day 2: Research and Analysis of Trade Data
Session 2.1. Tariff and Trade Data

Reading: There are no readings for this session.

Session 2.2. Profiling a Partner’s Trade Policies

Reading: Chapter 8, “Notifications, Trade Policy Reviews and Monitoring,” The History and Future of World Trade Organization (2013).

Day 3: The Gains from Trade
Session 3.1. Absolute and Comparative Advantage

Reading: There are no readings for this session.

Session 3.2. Trade Creation, Trade Diversion, and Preference Erosion

Reading: Chapter 13, “Discrimination and Preferences,” The History and Future of World Trade Organization (2013).

Day 4: Trade and Development
Session 4.1. Development and Discrimination

Reading: There are no readings for this session.

Session 4.1. Trade in Agriculture

Reading: There are no readings for this session.

Week II. The Law and Institutions of the Trading System
Day 5: Institutions
Session 5.1. A Short History of the Trading System

Reading: Read all of Chapter 2, “The Creation of the Multilateral Trading System,” The History and Future of World Trade Organization (2013).

Review also the main points of Chapter 11, “The Launch: From Singapore to Doha, With a Detour in Seattle,” and Chapter 12, “The Conduct of the Doha Round,” The History and Future of World Trade Organization (2013).
Session 5.2. The Institutions of the Modern Trading System

Reading: Chapter 14, “Leadership of the Organization and Management of the Institution,” The History and Future of World Trade Organization (2013).
Review also the main points of Chapter 5, “Relations with Other Organizations and Civil Society,” and Chapter 6, “Rules and Norms ,”The History and Future of World Trade Organization (2013).
Day 6: The Conduct of Trade Negotiations
Session 6.1. Stages in Multilateral Trade Negotiations

Reading: Chapter 9, “Modalities, Formulas and Modes,” The History and Future of World Trade Organization (2013).
Review also the main points of Chapter 3, “Members, Coalitions and the Trade Policy Community,” The History and Future of World Trade Organization (2013).
Session 6.2. Preferential and Non-Preferential Market-Access Negotiations

Reading: There are no readings for this session.

Day 7: Trade-Remedy Laws and Disputes
Session 7.1. Trade-Remedy Laws and Other Border Measures

Reading: There are no readings for this session.

Session 7.2. WTO Dispute Settlement

Reading: Chapter 7, “Dispute Settlement,” The History and Future of World Trade Organization (2013).
Day 8: Final Considerations
Session 8.1. Key Problems in the Trading System

Reading: There are no readings for this session.

Session 8.2. Final Examination

【课程教材Textbooks】 

The principal text for this course is Craig VanGrasstek, The History and Future of the World Trade Organization (WTO: 2013). It is available for free online at https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/historyandfuturewto_e.htm 
